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Two chanese .children . will

undcrgo treatment for vascular
and i 1rd-degree

B

. burns in New York next week
.. The operations will cost -
more than $200,000 and will be
_ funded by the Forum’s Children

“of > the - World" ‘Foundation,
. thanks to the’ ‘tireless: efforts of

' Phnlippe Zouain and Bcﬁ:llguki: “link with humanitarian institutions”:

KHALZL HASSAN

Dr. Nicolas Georges Zouain. -

- Of his own initiative, Zouain,
a2 Lebanese forensic doctor
working in New York, con-

tacted the: foundation and per- -
suaded it to add Lebanon to.its

list of deserving countries.
The Children of the World
Foundation is an American non-

-profit organization founded by
" the Forum Club, a philanthropic

business group. It provides chil-
dren under the age of 10 from

all over the world with urgent
.medical treatment that is not

available in their own countries.
. It has already treated chil-
dren - from Russia, Ukraine,
Malta, and various countries in
Central and -South America.
Lebanon is the first country in
the Middle East to receive help

. from the forum.

The identities of the two
Lebanese children have been

" kept secret out of respect for
- their privacy 'and . medical

needs. They were chosen out of

.. a group of 20 due to their com-

plicated surgery.
Mireille Dib Nehmeh, who is

_completing her medical resi-
. dency at the American Univer-

sity Hospital, helped find the

- two children. “The operations

will heip a two year-old boy

" who has had a vascular malfor-
_mation since birth,”. she ‘said.
~“He has had several opera-’

tions in Lebanon, but they
haven’t worked.”

The other child,:a 9-year—old
girl, is suffering from third-deg-
ree burns and needs “extensive
skin reconstruction using sophis-

Llcated lmpiantam)n methods.” : | |
- medical donation, *is a balm fog‘%f?

‘Rec:ognltlon
that Lebanese
children need

and deserve

support’ .

The operations will take
place in Staten Island Univer--
- sity Hospital, -which won. the
Nobel Prize for medicine in.
1996, and the- Downstate Uni-

versity Hospital.

In a conference at the Press\
Federation Friday, Philippe Zou-
ain, Nicolas Zouain’s: ‘brother, -

-and medical institutions.” - -

- their teams for treatmg the chil

" their parents’ to travel.

-.. Najib. Dib Neﬁmeh ‘who'

* - “The war .in-Lebanon’ Ieft

«“The. unportance of the proje

B Y gnition that Lebanese | chil
dren need and deserve supportg;
from 1ntemat10nal mstltunons i

said, “This is a first step in estab-
lishing a link between Lebanon
and international ' humanitarian_ |

He thanked the: doctors -an

dren for. free. . .
He said he ‘was “grateful ‘1o,
Middle East Airlines and Amer-+
ican Airlines, which donated tht:“i '
tickets for the two children, an

Zouain said the ‘internation

the Lebanese ‘wound’ in
difficult times.”

introduced the speaker, emph;
sized the humanitarian natu
of the project. After the confi
ence, he drew attention 1o Nig
las Zouain’s efforts.

“It took nine months of : pel
suasion and negohauons for th
project to be realized,” he-sai

many chlldren w1th‘ser10\
injuries,”; -Dib-Nehm

lies in’ encouraging *worldwid




